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A busy day ended with Derek 
Fisher passing out life lessons to 
UALR’s student athletes.

Fisher, the former UALR 
point guard who will begin his 
11th NBA season when training 
camp for the Utah Jazz opens 
next week, was in Little Rock 
Wednesday for a day that began 
with meetings and ended with a 
speech to UALR’s athletic com-
munity at the Jack Stephens 
Center. He talked to the student 
athletes about everything from 
going to class and studying to at-
tempting to stay out of debt.

“If you open up the diction-
ary for a definition of ‘Respect 
The Game,’ you’d see a picture 
of Derek Fisher,” UALR Athletic 
Director Chris Peterson said as 
he introduced Fisher Wednesday 
night.

“The skills that you develop 
in life will carry you so much far-
ther than any athletic skill you 
master,” said Fisher, who played 
at UALR from 1992 to 1996.

He was traded from the Gold-
en State Warriors to the Jazz in 
the off-season. Last spring, Fisher 
donated $700,000 to UALR and 
the practice gymnasium at the 
Jack Stephens Center is named 
Derek Fisher Court.

After arriving late Tuesday 
night, Fisher’s Wednesday be-
gan early with UALR’s Campaign 

Steering Committee.
“They have just an unbeliev-

able plan to continue to raise 
major funds to help not just the 
athletic department but the uni-
versity as a whole. It will really 
continue to grow this university 
and get it to the level we all know 
it deserves to be on.”

Fisher did media interviews 
and had a meeting for the Fish-
er Fellows Life Skills Program, 
which is designed to help UALR’s 
student athletes learn skills that 
will make them successful after 
college. It will also eventually 
pair student athletes with local 
elementary children in a mentor-
ing program.

 “For these kids now, it’s a dif-
ferent society that we live in. It’s 
a different world. I think if we 
have people in a position like 
myself to try to help them cope 
with everything they experience 
as a young person, hopefully this 
can be that vehicle,” Fisher said. 
“I don’t want to bore them with 
too many details about the pro-
gram. But what I want to share is 
my experiences.”

Peterson said the student ath-
letes will learn skills such as how 
to tie a tie, which fork to use at a 
formal dinner or just how to stay 
out of trouble.

 “Whether it’s dealing with 
credit cards. They killed me. 
They offer you these credit cards 
and you have no idea about how 
the decisions you make today are 

going to come back and haunt 
you when you turn 25 and try to 
buy your first place,” Fisher said. 
“I got drafted in June of 1996. I 
had probably tens of thousands 
of dollars of debt from my first 
through my fourth year. Probably 
half of my first check, I spent 
paying on debt from four or five 
years ago. Fortunately, I could af-
ford it. Everyone won’t be able to 
just pay that off.” 

Future presentations will in-
clude a nutritionist along with 
former NFL tight end Keith Jack-
son.

An exhausted Fisher wrapped 
up the day mingling with the ath-
letes.

 “It was really just an action-
packed day. It was all positive 
though,” Fisher said. “[Fisher 
Fellows] has been in the works 
for some time and I’m really ex-
cited. I think the program’s going 
to be great.”

A DAY WITH THE DUKE
Hosted by Ken Duke to benefi t 

Henderson State University Reddie & Lady Reddie Golf

Saturday, September 30
7:30 and 1:00 Shotgun Starts
DeGray State Park Golf Course

3 Person Scramble - $375/Team

FREE DRAWINGS
• 3 days/2 nights at Niagra 

Falls Hilton
• Set of Cleveland Irons

• Drivers and Putters
• Wedges and Balls

• Many other great items

HOLE IN ONE PRIZES
• 2007 Chevy Equinox

• Taylor Made RAC Irons
• 3 days/2 nights at Niagra 

Falls Hilton
• $10,000 shopping spree

at Kelzek Fine Jewelry

• • FREE $1,000 PUTTING CONTEST • •

A DAY OF GOLF AT DEGRAY

Cookout lunch for all golfers.
 SEVERAL SPOTS STILL OPEN!

Team sign ups open until late Friday.
Call 870-246-9580 to reserve your spot.
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It’sIt’s

time...time...

Thursday • September, 28th
Friday • September, 29th

Saturday • September, 30th
“We love to hunt just like you!”

Giveaways!
Hats!

Koozies!

Brand New Facility! Special Pricing!

501-847-7222501-847-7222501-847-7222

BRYANT

3809 Hwy. 5 North
Bryant, AR

Golf Course
945-0945

“Best Greens in Central Arkansas”

 WINTERIZE, SHRINK 
 WRAP & STORAGE
 A RKANSAS  M ARINE

501-847-1275

Amanda McCurdy (El 
Dorado, Lady Razorbacks) has 
hit a hurdle in her quest for her 
LPGA Tour card.

McCurdy missed advancing 
to the final stage by four strokes 
after shooting 77-71-80-73—301 
at the LPGA Tour Qualifying 
School sectional qualifier last 
week in Palm Springs, Calif.

All isn’t lost for McCurdy, 
who will get a second chance 
at a different sectional qualifier 
next week in Venice, Fla. The 
top 30 finishers and ties at that 
tournament will advance to the 
Final Stage tournament Nov. 29-
Dec. 3 at Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Unlike the PGA Tour, the 
LPGA allows players to sign 
up for both sectional qualifying 
tournaments should they not 
advance in the first.

“I’ve got another chance at 
it, and I learned things that will 
obviously benefit me this time 
around,’’ McCurdy said. “I put 
entirely too much pressure on 
myself, which I swore I wouldn’t 
do.’’

Without a third-round 80, 
McCurdy wouldn’t have to 
worry about a second go-round 
at the sectionals.

“I shot 4 over on the back 
side that round, and that was 
the difference in making it and 
missing it,’’ McCurdy said. “I was 
pressing, trying to make birdies 
when all I really needed to do 
was make pars and salvage the 
round.’’

Despite the setback, McCurdy 
is more optimistic about her 
chances this time.

“Some very high-ranked 
players already have advanced in 
the other sectional, so it’s hard 
not to look at the numbers,’’ 

McCurdy said. “But it all 
comes down to me and how I 
handle the whole grind of the 
tournament.

“I’ve learned some great 
lessons and am thankful to have 
another chance at it.’’ 

Nelson graced state
Byron Nelson, one of 

golf’s greatest players who 
died Tuesday at age 94, called 
Arkansas home between 1935-
37 as head professional at 
Texarkana Country Club.

Nelson, who was a native 
of Fort Worth, Texas, took the 
job after it was vacated by Ted 
Longsworth.

“Ted encouraged him to take 
the job because it would give 
him a place to hang his hat and 
practice,’’ said Art Romero, the 
current head pro at Texarkana 
Country Club. “He was here for 
a couple of years and met his 
first wife [Louise] here.’’

Nelson, who was inducted 
into the 1999 Arkansas State Golf 
Association Hall of Fame, went 
on to bigger and better things 
after his stint in Texarkana. In 
what will be remembered as the 
greatest season by an individual 
in the history of golf, Nelson 
won a record 11 consecutive 
tournaments in 1945 and 18 for 
the year.

It’s a record that will likely 
never be broken. Ben Hogan 
won six consecutive in 1949, 
and Tiger Woods won six 
consecutive in 1999-2000.

Nelson won 52 events, 
including five majors, before 
retiring in 1946 at age 34.

Eye on Ridings
Former Arkansas Razorbacks 

golfer Tag Ridings has missed 
four cuts in his past five starts, 
but history suggests his luck 
will change this week at the 
Southern Farm Bureau Classic 
in Madison, Miss.

Ridings has found Anandale 
Golf Club to his liking with a tie 

for fifth-place finish last year, 
worth $94,928.

Ridings also has a tendency 
to play his best golf when the 
weather begins to cool. Of his 
$891,812 in winnings in 2005, 
Ridings earned almost $480,000 
with three top-10 finishes from 
September on.

The same was true in 2004. 
Ridings earned more than 
$500,000 in five starts after Sept. 
22.

“It does seem like I play 
better when my back is against 
the wall,’’ Ridings said. “Maybe 
I need to get my back against 
the wall earlier in the season 
somehow and change the way 
I look at things. A lot of guys 
play better under pressure, but it 
seems to be a little exaggerated 
with me.’’

Ridings needs a fall push 
again this season to assure full 
playing privileges on the PGA 
Tour in 2007. He is 150th on the 
money list with $424,605.

The top 125 players on the 
final money list retain full 
exemption, while those who 
finish 126-150 will have partial 
status.

Tap-ins
Ken Duke (Arkadelphia, 

Henderson State) will return 
to the state Friday to play host 
to the third A Day with the 
Duke at DeGray State Park. 
All proceeds from the three-
man scramble will benefit the 
Henderson State men’s and 
women’s golf teams. For more 
information, contact Ray Duke 
at (870) 241-9580. ... Duke, who 
is sixth on the Nationwide Tour 
money list with $285,651, has 
assured himself his PGA Tour 
for 2007 by virtue of being in 
the top 20 on the final money 
list. ... Jacksonville’s Natasha 
Vincent, who played college 
golf at Southern Mississippi, 
will attempt to earn her Futures 
Tour card in Qualifying School 
in November.

PROFESSIONAL GOLF ARKANSANS — Beck Cross

PGA Tour
PLAYER  EVENT FINISH MONEY TO DATE *RANK
Tag Ridings Texas Open Cut $0 $424,605 150/225
John Daly Texas Open DNP $0 $185,444 191/100
Ron Whittaker Texas Open T60 $8,560 $173,111 194/650
Ken Duke Texas OpenDNP $0 $138,230 204/213
Glen Day Texas OpenDNP $0 $25,080 244/354
ARKANSAS CONNECTION John Daly (Dardanelle, Arkansas Razorbacks), Glen Day (Little 
Rock), Ken Duke (Arkadelphia, Henderson State), Tag Ridings (Fayetteville, Razorbacks), 
Ron Whittaker (Little Rock).
*denotes PGA Tour money list/Official World Golf rankings

LPGA Tour
PLAYER  EVENT FINISH MONEY TO DATE *RANK
Audra Burks Longs Drug Cut $0 $36,476 124th
ARKANSAS CONNECTION  Audra Burks (Little Rock).
*denotes LPGA Tour money list ranking

Nationwide Tour
PLAYER  EVENT FINISH MONEY TO DATE *RANK
Ken Duke Oregon DNP $0 $285,651 6/213
Brenden Pappas Oregon Cut $0 $182,357 19/254
Glen Day Oregon T56 $1,429 $153,599 26/354
Craig Lile Oregon Cut $0 $153,495 27/390
Bryce Molder Oregon T20 $4,750 $108,432 44/528
Richard Johnson Oregon DNP $0 $97,233 51/541
Deane Pappas Oregon T47 $1,650 $77,164 65/647
Andrew Dahl Oregon Cut $0 $11,784 173/T1269
Ron Whittaker Oregon DNP $0 $7,013 203/650
Rich Morris Oregon DNP $0 $5,864 210/NR
Daniel Fox Oregon DNP $0 $1,905 259/T1269
ARKANSAS CONNECTION  Andrew Dahl (Fort Smith, Arkansas Razorbacks), Glen Day (Little 
Rock), Ken Duke (Arkadelphia, Henderson State), Daniel Fox (Little Rock, UALR), Richard 
Johnson (Fort Smith), Craig Lile (Fayetteville, Razorbacks), Bryce Molder (Conway), Rich 
Morris (Razorbacks), Brenden Pappas (Razorbacks), Deane Pappas (Razorbacks), Ron 
Whittaker (Little Rock).
*denotes Nationwide Tour money list/Official World Golf rankings

Hooters Tour
PLAYER  EVENT FINISH MONEY TO DATE *RANK
Todd Pinneo Langdale T34 $1,028 $25,113 40th
Aaron Clark Langdale T10 $3,067 $22,320 44th
Brent Winston Langdale DNP $0 $10,441 82nd
Jeff Jenkins Langdale DNP $0 $1,964 177th
David Faught Langdale DNP $0 $1,014 237th
Kerry Lott Langdale DNP $0 $1,000 239th
Nathan Comeau Langdale Cut $0 $600 299th
ARKANSAS CONNECTION  Aaron Clark (Harrison), Nathan Comeau (Cabot), David Faught 
(Jonesboro, ASU), Jeff Jenkins (Van Buren, Arkansas Tech), Kerry Lott (Dardanelle), Todd 
Pinneo (Fayetteville), Brent Winston (Sheridan, UALR).
*denotes Hooters Tour ranking

Tight Lies Tour
PLAYER  EVENT FINISH MONEY TO DATE *RANK
Daniel Fox No event NA $0 $37,652 7th
Patrick Sullivan No event NA $0 $32,740 9th
Kerry Lott No event NA $0 $24,007 18th
Nick Beach No event NA $0 $20,159 27th
Rich Morris No event NA $0 $19,230 29th
Jeff Jenkins No event NA $0 $13,283 40th
Lucas Wald No event NA $0 $12,419 44th
Casey Yates  No event NA $0 $7,693 65th
Jon Whittaker No event NA $0 $5,856 74th
Billy Zihala No event NA $0 $5,312 79th
Clark Dennis No event NA $0 $5,132 81st
David Faught No event NA $0 $4,584 82nd
Drew Laning No event NA $0 $1,530 129th
W. Huffstetler No event NA $0 $863 157th
Chris Speight No event NA $0 $0 NR
ARKANSAS CONNECTION  Nick Beach (Fayetteville), Clark Dennis (Razorbacks), Daniel Fox 
(UALR), David Faught (Jonesboro, Arkansas State), Wixson Huffstetler (Jonesboro, Arkansas 
State), Jeff Jenkins (Van Buren, Arkansas Tech), Drew Laning (Little Rock), Kerry Lott 
(Dardanelle), Rich Morris (Razorbacks), Chris Speight (West Memphis, Razorbacks), Patrick 
Sullivan (Maumelle, UALR), Lucas Wald (Atkins, Arkansas Tech), Jon Whittaker (Springdale, 
Razorbacks), Casey Yates (Fouke, UALR), Billy Zihala (Little Rock, UALR).
**New Mexico Open was not an official event on the Tight Lies Tour
*denotes Tight Lies Tour money ranking

PGA TOUR
EVENT WGC-American Express 
Championship
WHERE Hertfordshire, England
COURSE The Grove
PURSE $7.5 million
WINNER’S SHARE $1.4 million
ARKANSANS ENTERED None
TELEVISION ESPN (Today-Friday 7:30 
a.m.-noon) ABC (Saturday, noon-2:30 p.m.; 
Sunday, noon-5 p.m.).

EVENT Southern Farm Bureau Classic
WHERE Madison, Miss.
COURSE Annandale Golf Club

PURSE $3 million
WINNER’S SHARE $540,000
ARKANSANS ENTERED John Daly, Glen 
Day, Tag Ridings, Ron Whittaker
TELEVISION None

CHAMPIONS TOUR
EVENT Greater Hickory Classic
WHERE Conover, N.C.
COURSE Rock Barn Golf Club
PURSE $1.6 million
WINNER’S SHARE $225,000
ARKANSANS ENTERED None
TELEVISION Golf Channel (Friday-Saturday, 
1:30-4 p.m.; Sunday, 5-7:30 p.m.).

LPGA TOUR
NEXT EVENT Corona Morelia 
Championship, Oct. 5-8, Morelia, Mex. 

NATIONWIDE TOUR

NEXT EVENT Mark Christopher Charity Clas-
sic, Oct. 5-8, Rancho Cucamonga, Calif.

HOOTERS TOUR
NEXT EVENT Tour Championship, Oct. 5-8, 
Duluth, Ga.

TIGHT LIES TOUR
NEXT EVENT Community Bank Golf Classic, 
Oct. 4-7, Meridian, Miss.

Golf Report By Beck Cross

GOLF CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER
29 Eighth annual Paws on the Green, Country 
Club of Arkansas. 8 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. (501) 
603-2273.
29 Third annual Harris McHaney tournament, 
1 p.m. shotgun start, Scotsdale Golf Course in 
Bella Vista. Entry fee $50. Registration forms at 
Harris McHaney office in Rogers or Bella Vista 
Library. Pat Swessel (479) 273-3838.
OCTOBER
6 Third annual Kyle Bollen-ARORA Classic. 
Greystone’s Mountain Springs Golf Course. Four-
person shamble . (501) 834-4533. 
6 Northwest Arkansas Chapter of ALS Charity 
Golf Classic, 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. shotgun starts, 
Lost Springs Golf Club in Rogers. Four-person 
scramble. Entry fee $400 a team. Richie Roberts 
(479) 903-4293 or Paul Barris (479) 876-5422.
7-8 Western Hills Country Club one-man scram-
ble. $50. (501) 565-5803. 
28 Western Hills Country Club Sadie Hawkins 
Man/Woman Tournament. $40 per team. (501) 
565-5803.
NOTE Send golf tournament information to 
amcpeace@arkansasonline.com.

ACES IN THE HOLE

Matt Howton
PREVIOUS ACES One
AGE 16
YEARS PLAYING 7
HANDICAP 2
FAVORITE GOLFER Ernie Els
PLAYS HOW OFTEN 3-5 times per week
OCCUPATION Student
HOMETOWN Palestine
COURSE Big Creek Country Club, Moun-
tain Home
HOLE NUMBER 6
YARDS 161
CLUB USED Titleist 690CB 6-iron
BALL USED Titleist Pro V1
WITNESSES Tyler McCluskey, Joey 
Bonds, Baker Alldridge
HOW IT HAPPENED Howton “was playing 
a practice round for the 6A-East Confer-
ence tournament. I had about a 20 mph 
wind in my face so I decided to hit a 
6-iron. I hit the ball and it landed about a 
foot from the pin. From where I stood it 
was hard to tell if it rolled in or bounced 
in. It was great. I just wish it had hap-
pened during the tournament,” he said.

OTHER ACE SHOOTERS THIS WEEK
RONNIE ANTHONY Stonelinks, No. 14, 
151 yards, 9-iron
CLAY BLANKENSHIP Big Sugar, No. 5, 
138 yards, 9-iron
GILBERT LAY River Oaks, No. 13, 152 
yards, 5-wood
PHYLLIS LILES River Oaks, No. 8, 133 
yards, fairway wood
CARROLL WALLS JR. Silver Rock (La Quinta, 
Calif.), No. 14, 95 yards, lob wedge
MAKE AN ACE? TELL US ABOUT IT
Go to:
www.ardemgaz.com/info/aces.asp
Fax to: (501) 378-3869
Or call: (501) 378-3493

— Jeffrey Slatton

McCurdy
down, but
not out yet

PROFESSIONAL GOLF THIS WEEK

Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/KAREN E. SEGRAVE

Derek Fisher, a UALR graduate who plays for the Utah Jazz,  greets UALR student-athletes after he intro-
duced the Fisher Fellows Life Skills Programs at the school Wednesday night. 

Fisher: Life skills matter more
than athletic ability in the end

Is record
still alive
for Tiger?

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHANDLER’S CROSS, Eng-
land — Keeping track of records 
can get muddled when Tiger 
Woods travels around the world, 
so there was a debate Wednesday 
whether his winning streak was 
dead or alive.

The answer was both.
“It ended two weeks ago,” 

Woods said.
After five consecutive victories 

from the British Open in July to 
the Deutsche Bank Championship 
outside Boston the first week of 
September, Woods lost in the first 
round of the World Match Play 
Championship at Wentworth.

But that’s a European Tour 
event.

“I’m going for six in a row 
on our tour,” Woods said at the 
American Express Championship, 
where he is defending his title at 
a World Golf Championship that 
counts as official on all six of the 
major tours. “But not six in a row 
tournament-wise, because I’ve 
played two since then and lost 
both.”

The other loss was at the Ryder 
Cup.

Woods also won six consecu-
tive on the PGA Tour at the end of 
1999 and the start of 2000, although 
he finished sixth in between that 
streak at the Johnnie Walker Clas-
sic, another European Tour event. 
That matched the second-longest 
streak on the PGA Tour, barely 
more than halfway home to the 
record not even Woods believes 
will be broken.

Byron Nelson, who died Tues-
day at his ranch in Texas, owns the 
record of 11 consecutive victories 
in 1945.

“His record is still remarkable 
that particular year,” Woods said.


