Motion

The Faculty Senate shall implement a consent agenda motion to approve actions of the Graduate and Undergraduate Councils. All actions of either Council will be placed in a single motion on the Faculty Senate agenda.  At the time the motion is placed on the floor or in advance by notifying the presiding officer, any senator may request that an item in the motion be removed from the consent agenda thus placing the item as a regular motion on the agenda.  There shall be no debate on the consent agenda motion.
The Constitution of the University Assembly, Article III, Faculty Senate, has the same provision for Faculty Senate review for both the Graduate Council and Undergraduate Council.  The language that would be amended for both Councils now states:

Recommendations of the Graduate Council (Undergraduate Council) are subject to review by the Faculty Senate upon decision of the Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate or upon petition signed by five or more senators and delivered to the president of the Faculty Senate within ten (10) calendar days of passage by the Graduate Council.
This language would be modified to state:
Recommendations of the Graduate Council (Undergraduate Council) are subject to review by the Faculty Senate.   The Graduate (Undergraduate) Council will submit a consent agenda motion for the Faculty Senate Agenda for recommended actions.  The consent agenda motion shall not be debated.  However, a senator may request that an item be removed from the consent agenda motion, making it subject to floor debate.

Commentary: This motion was developed pursuant to discussion in the January 2011 Faculty Senate meeting in which the Graduate Council Chairperson asked for direction on how to bring matters to the Faculty Senate’s attention.  Some of the Senators recalled that in the past the Councils had presented recommendations to the Senate as a form of notification, yet providing Senators the opportunity to discuss any recommendations that raised some concern.  The purpose of the motion is to formalize this procedure to ensure that Senators are apprised of actions by either Council that affect the curriculum or matters otherwise appropriate for Faculty Senate review. 

